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This year the Jack Bloor Race, which is held 
annually on Ilkley Moor celebrates its 30th 
birthday. It was established in 1985, to 
commemorate the death of Jack Bloor, a fell 
runner, orienteer, caver, climber and cyclist. 

Over the years it has attracted some star 
runners; the current record holders are 
Victoria Wilkinson and Greg Hull.

During its 30 year existence the races 
have raised over £17,000 for the Jack Bloor 
Memorial Fund.

The fund has awarded grants to many 
sports. To receive funding you need 
to be under 26 and grants have been 
made to young people involved in many 
different sports: fell running, orienteering, 
mountaineering, cycling, athletics, and rock 
climbing. 

Some of the athletes we have supported 
by the fund have gone on to represent their 
country at the highest level in their sport.

The fund has supported young 
mountaineers. Two girl guides, were funded 
to climb Mt. Toubkal (4167m), in Morocco. 
This was a successful expedition, summiting 
the mountain in July 2014. 

Kim Stephens was provided funding to 
enable her to complete a successful trek up 
a snowy 6000m mountain in 2014 Ladak, 
India with the British Explore Society. 
Support was provided to Michael Mason, 
who went an expedition to learn how 
to plan and carry out a mountaineering 
expedition. This led to Michael learning 
about glacial travel and high altitude 
mountaineering, and was followed by a 
successful traverse of Mt Elbrus (5642m), in 
Russia, 2013.

Funding was provided to Ben Turner, 
Dinnington Road Club, who raced in the 
under 16 class, to help him improve his race 
and technical skills in preparation for the 
National Cyclocross Championships. He 
came 7th in National Champs and 3rd overall 
in British Cycling Rankings for 2014/2015 
season.

Florence was provided with funding 
to enable her to gain experience of 
international orienteering racing and to 

help her compete as she moved up to senior 
level in 2015. She was selected to represent 
GB at the 2014 Junior European Cup in 
Belgium, and came 40th Sprint, 21st Long 
and 9th Relay.

Matthew Harmon was given funding to 
enable him to develop his running fitness 
and navigational skills in preparation for the 
2015 300km Dragons Back fell running race 
over 5 days in Wales. 

Georgia Malir, Ilkley Harriers was funded 
to enable her to get an annual membership 
to a Strength and Conditioning gym to 
improve her fell running. Her aim was to 
get selected for the European and World 
Mountain Running Championships and she 
is now the 2014 Junior European Mountain 
Running Champion

Brad Traviss, Calder Valley and Halifax 
Harriers who had placed 6th at the 
2013 Junior World Mountain Running 
Championships, was funded to enable him 
to get international race practice and to 
improve uphill technique by competing in 
the Vertical Mile in Switzerland. He had a 
disappointing result after injuring his calf, 
but felt that he had learnt a lot from the 
experience. 

The annual Jack Bloor Races are held on 
Ilkley Moor, the next one is on Tuesday 12th 
May 2015, Juniors from 6pm and seniors at 
7.15pm.

Applications to the Memorial Fund are 
accepted throughout the year, an application 
form can be downloaded from the website.

More information www.jackbloor.co.uk
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The 30th anniversary Jack Bloor Race
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Final instructions before 
the start of the 2014 race

David Alcock (121) Pudsey and 
Bramley, 15th overall 

Ian Nixon, Pudsey and Bramley 
and overall winner  


