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Oliver and I would both like to begin by saying a huge thank you to Alan Manson, Hilary Bloor and the Jack 
Bloor funding program for helping to make Oliver’s dream of becoming a world class competition climber one 
step closer to becoming a reality. With the help and generosity of these people, Oliver will shortly have a 
completed training facility at home so he can train every day for his life’s passion of climbing 

Training update 
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Ouch!!!! 

A broken finger 
caused a few issues 
earlier this year . . 
but not for too long! 

Oliver was soon 
back in business 
after careful 
assessment and a 
recovery program 
and is now training 
hard again at full 
strength. 

Opposite: Oliver 
from the team shoot 
earlier this year 
aged 9. 
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 As well as training 
hard at the wall 3 
times a week and at 
gymnastics twice a 
week, Oliver also 
enjoys the chance to 
climb outdoors. Here 
he is bouldering at 
Becca Crag, our 
nearest local place to 
train as well as at 
Caley Crag by Otley 
Chevin. 

 

Oliver at Caley Crag and Becca Crag 
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BMC Youth Climbing Series 2017 

Last year also saw Oliver win at Edinburgh 
Climbing Arena in Ratho near Edinburgh after 
having qualified for the national finals by becoming 
part of the North East of England team. 

In the final, he climbed very well indeed and topped 
all the routes, scoring maximum points and winning 
the routes section. He also won the bouldering 
section. This gave him a winning combined score 
for bouldering and routes which gave him first 
place overall. 

BMC Youth Climbing Series 
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Scottish Bouldering 
Championships 
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2017 also saw Oliver win the Scottish 
Youth Bouldering Championships in 
Glasgow. It was a thrilling and highly 
competitive competition which in the 
end was very close but Oliver managed 
to snatch victory in the end. 

 

The table above shows Oliver’s progress 
so far in competitions and the targets he 
has set for up and coming competitions 
later this year. 
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This year Oliver has moved 
up to D category boys 
climbing but has still 
qualified for this year’s final 
and is aiming to finish in the 
top 5 for his first year in D. 

We will update you further 
after the final on 28th April 
and send photos of the grand 
final itself. 

Donec 
interdum 

Pellentesque: 

Consectetuer: 
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Oliver in the Battle of Britain in Manchester and training with the team, also in Manchester. 

This year, after recovering from a broken finger sustained through one too many backflips in 
gymnastics, Oliver has gone back to competition climbing and has come 2nd place in his first 
Plywood Masters competition at Boulder UK ( Ian Vicker’s wall ) as well as first place at Red Goat 
climbing in York. A full list of Oliver’s competitions and results can be seen on the table above. 

Oliver will also be spending a week with the Depot Climbing team in Font this year in May and will 
be training hard for Bloc Buster, The Battle of Britain and The Youth Boulder Cup as well as 
preparing to apply for the GB development squad in 12 months’ time.  He has already met with Tim, 
the GB climbing coach and has had an initial assessment regarding technique, fitness, balance, 
stamina and form. With the help of his new training facilities at home, he will be able to prepare for 
all these events as well as many more for the future years to become the best possible climber he can 
be. We cannot thank you enough for your help and contribution towards making this possible for 
Oliver. 

 

So . . . what does 2018 have in store? 

On the next page you can see Oliver at one of the local crags in 
Aberford with his younger brother. The two central images 
show Oliver in 1st place at the Welsh lead climbing 
Championships and also in 1st place in the BMC Youth 
Climbing Series in Ratho. The final image shows preparations 
for the new training wall at home. The panels provided by Al 
Manson have been reconditioned and the base is built. We are 
now just waiting for some good weather and Alan to come 
round to help fit the free standing wall element to the structure 
before completion. We aim to have the new facility in place 
before the end of the month. 
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